'TO THE HIGH 
COVRT OP 


PARLIAMENT, 


The humble Petition of all Colledges and Halls, and others well-willers 
to Piety and Learning, throughout the Kingdome of England, 


SHEWETH 

a1 HAT whereas many Perſons diſafteed tothe pre-. 

Ie ſent forme of Government of the Church of England 

(eſtabliſhed nor only by the Eccleſiafticall, bur alſo 

by che Common Law of this Realme, and diverſe 

)$ || Acts of Parliament,) have of late in great multitudes 

al Peritioned this Honourable Court againſt the Orders, 

£58 honour, juriſdiction, and meanes of the Clergie;z And 

225) have publiſhed ſuch their deſires in Print, and Pulpir, 

and dayly ſecke to advance and propagate the ſame: 

To the great diſheartning of all Learning, ( if ſuch defignes find fayour, ) 
the grievous {candall of theReformed Religion as unſtable, and the unſpeak- 

| able advantage of our Enemies of Rome. 


wW E therefore(well weighing, that the Seminaries muſt decay when 
the Garden ſhall be waſted,) in all humility moſt heartily pray 
this Honourable Court , that all rhe Orders of holy Church, of Biſhops, 
Prieſts, and Deacons, which trom the Apoſtles times till theſe, have with- 
ſtood ſo many Practices, may haveyer hopes to flouriſh under Your graci- 
ous proteCtion. And that by Your asliftance under our moſt Religious Sove- 
raigne the ancient Catholique Faith,and Diſcipline, may be defended from 
all Jnnovations, and novelties: The meanes and libertics of the Churches, 
as well Cathedrall, and Collegiat, as Parochiallto them hitherto of right 
belonging, according tothe pious Wills of their bleſſed Founders, may be 
continued and preſerved. _—_ thouſand Families which on them de- 
vend fecured from ruine : Andthatour Nation whoſe Lawes already fa- 
Your as much as any in theworld , the right of che Firſt borne, may retaine 
Fccletiaſticall promotions » as the Patrimony of younger Children, the 
prize of Labour and Studie , an incitement of Learning, anda rewargotF > 
rhoſe that can intitle themlelues thereto by honeſt deſert. _m—_ 


/ And Your Petitioners &c\, > __ Re 


Deliver c- hes pr cap: 7 ths "Po * be 1442 Ap 4. 164/ 


